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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 


views briefly & clearly. 


Meat imports 


Agriculture Dept. has announced upgraded inspec- 
tion requirements effective Nov. 16 for imported meats. 


Standards for inspection facilities at ports of entry 
now must be approved by Agriculture’s Animal & Plant 
Health Inspection Service, not by on-site Agriculture in- 
spectors as has been the case, 


Criticism against Agriculture Dept. field office ap- 
proval of the inspection stations resulted in the new 
regulations, 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 17, page 21926. 


Self-service gas stations 


Dec. 6 is deadline for comments on a Labor Dept. 
proposal to set safety standards for self-service gas sta- 
tions, 


Labor says that because these stations are not regu- 
larly staffed, careless customers or vandals could cause 
safety problems. 


To lessen fire hazards, Labor proposes that self- 
service pumps have an electrical disconnect switch be- 
tween 50 & 100 feet from the pump installation. It also 
proposes that servicing employees must turn off power & 
close the station to consumers during servicing. They 
also would have to keep the station free of spilled gaso- 
lines & other potential hazards, 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 7, page 23646. Send 
comments to Office of Standards, Labor Dept., 400 First 
St., NW, Washington, DC 20210. 


Lifesavers 


Dec. 11 is deadline for comments on a Coast Guard 
proposal establishing new requirements for carrying life- 
saving devices on most recreational boats & for specifying 
the type of devices that must be carried aboard specific 
categories of boats. 


The proposal would require that each approved life- 
saving device—or personal flotation device (PFD)—be 
given one of 5 designations: 

Type I would designate a PFD designed to turn an 
unconscious person from a face-down position in the 
water to a slightly vertical or slightly backward position. 
The familiar “life preserver” is an example. 

Type II would designate a PFD designed for keeping 
a conscious person in a face-up vertical or slightly back- 
ward position, This type is considered by Coast Guard 
to be more comfortable than Type I. 

Type III would designate a PFD designed to keep 
a conscious person in a vertical or slightly backward po- 
sition, It could be used by persons in strenuous activities 
such as sailing. 

Type IV would designate a PFD designed to be 
thrown to a person in the water. The ring life buoy & 


buoyant cushion are examples. 

Type V, intended for special uses, would vary for 
different situations, One example is a vest for persons 
working on or near merchant ships. 


Types I, II & III would be allowed on all recrea- 
tional boats, Type IV would be optional for boats under 
16 feet long, but Type IV as well as Types I, II & III 
would be mandatory for boats over 26 feet. 

White water canoes & kayaks may carry certain non- 
approved equipment until July 1, 1974. By that date Coast 
Guard says an approved PFD can be designed & designated 
for these. Rowing sculls, racing shells & racing kayaks 
are excepted from the requirements of the proposal. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 6, page 21262. (Addi- 
tional information—CONSUMER NEws: April 15; CON- 
SUMER REGISTER: June 15.) Send comments to U.S. Coast 
Guard (GCMC/82), 400 7th St., SW, Washington DC 
20590. On your comments, identify the number of the pro- 
posed regulations: CGD 72-120. Give reasons & supporting 
data for any recommendations. 


Canned vegetables 


Effective Dec. 14, a new Food & Drug Administration 
regulation will permit any “safe & suitable” organic acid 
—such as vinegar or lemon juice—to be added to most 
canned vegetables. 


The regulatory standard covers all canned vegetables 
except peas, beans & corn (which are individually regu- 
lated) & mushrooms, National Canners Association pro- 
posed the regulation to permit effective processing by 
heat without discoloration or other change in vegetables. 


Organic acids will be an alternative to acidifiers al- 
ready permitted by FDA standards. Acidifiers are added 
to food to preserve or enhance its color, taste & palatibility. 


When food processors use organic acids, canned veg- 
etables labels must state “with acid added” or 
“with added acid.” The kind of organic acid would 
fill the blank. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 14, page 21807. 


Packaging deadline delay 


Food & Drug Administration has announced a delay 
until Jan, 22, 1973, for mandatory safety packaging cf 
aspirin, some linaments & dangerous drugs, 


Originally the deadline was Aug. 14 for aspirin, Sept. 
21 for liquid preparations with methyl salicylate (winter- 
green oil) & Oct. 24 for amphetamines, barbiturates & 
narcotics controlled by the Comprehensive Drug Abuse 
Prevention & Control Act of 1970. 


Reason for the delay is a shortage of child-proof 
containers. 


Details—CoNSUMER NEWS: March 1, April 15, Aug. 1, 
Aug. 15; Federal Register: Feb. 16, page 3427; March 
25, page 6184; April 27, page 8461; Oct. 27, page 22988. 











Eye ointments 





Food & Drug Administration has extended sterility 
requirements to all solutions & ointments intended for eye 
use. 


In the past, only liquid preparations—such as con- 
tact lens cleansers, eye washes & medicated drops—re- 
quired sterility because of the difficulty of producing & 
testing sterile ointments. However, FDA says it is now 
technologically possible to produce & test all types of 
sterile eye preparations; therefore eye ointments also 
will be required to be sterile. 


Sterility will be required for non-antibiotic eye oint- 
ments now listed in the U.S. Pharmacopeia or the Na- 
tional Formulary (these references books of standards 
are used by physicians & pharmacists) on a date set by 
USP or NF. FDA anticipates that all USP- & NF-listed 
eye ointments will have the required sterility on or 
before Oct. 28, 1973. 


FDA will require sterility for all other eye ointments 
by Oct. 28, 1973. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 28, page 23105. 


ICC’s rejection 


Interstate Commerce Commission has rejected a con- 
sumer’s request to be allowed to file only one copy of 
comments to the agency’s proposals published in Federal 
Register. At present, comments by consumers & others 
must be filed as an original plus 15 copies for ICC & 
another copy to the person, company, association or other 
group responsible for the proposal. 


The consumer, Mrs. Grace Polk Stern of Chevy Chase, 
MD., sought the change to make it easier to comment 
on an Aug. 2 ICC proposal dealing with household mov- 
ing companies, 

In rejecting the request, ICC stated 


1. “No persuasive showing” that any potential re- 
spondent cannot now send the total number of required 
statements. 


2. ICC’s “extremely limited staff & budgetary re- 
sources may not be sufficient to meet the additional bur- 
dens...” 

3. ICC rules should be followed “to secure the just, 
speedy & inexpensive determination of the issues.” 


However, ICC said it would consider individual ex- 






versity libraries. 
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emptions in special cases, 


Details—CoONSUMER REGISTER: Sept. 1; Federal Register: 
Aug. 2, page 15466; Nov. 7, page 23673. 


Nitrates & nitrites 


Dec. 31 is deadline for comments on a Food & Drug 
Administration proposal to ban all use of the chemical 
additives nitrates & nitrites in food except for those uses 
that are essential in preventing botulism—an acute food 
poisoning that can be deadly—& for obtaining the essen- 
tial characteristics of cured meats, 


Certain nitrate & nitrite compounds have long been 
used to prevent the growth of micro-organisms that can 
cause fatal botulism poisoning. Nitrites are considered 
essential in preserving canned ham, bacon & processed 
meat, poultry & fish products. No cases of botulism have 


been traced to commercially prepared foods treated with 
nitrates & nitrites. 


Moreover, nitrates & nitrites are essential at present 
in establishing & maintaining characteristics of many 
cured meat & poultry products. For example, without 
nitrite, bacon would be salt pork, 


FDA wants to limit nitrite & nitrate food additives 
to these 2 uses because recent information indicates that 
nitrites & nitrates in foods & even in the human 
stomach & intestines can form nitrosamines. Certain 
nitrosamines have been found to be carcinogenic in test 


animals & are, therefore, potentially hazardous to human 
health, 


From a public health point of view, the choice to 
be made is between the risk of a chronic illness (can- 


cer) & the risk of real, immediate hazard (botulism 
poisoning). 


Non-essential uses to be banned by the proposal 
would relate primarily to certain fish products & pet foods 
where nitrites & nitrates are not necessary either to 
prevent the growth of botulism or to give products par- 
ticular texture, flavor or other characteristics, 


For example, the proposal would ban (1) sodium ni- 
trate in smoked cured salmon & shad, (2) sodium nitrite 
in smoked tuna, (3) potassium nitrite in cod roe, 


Details—Federal Register: Sept. 23, 1961; July 26, 1963; 
Aug. 26, 1969; Nov. 3, 1972, page 23456. Send comments 
to Hearing Clerk, Health Education & Welfare Dept., 
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852, 





















fGi\| special report 


SPECIAL REPORT is published occasionaly as a supplement to CONSUMER NEWS to 
provide readers with more information about major consumer programs of the Fed- 
eral Government. The first SPECIAL REPORT, dated Nov. 1, was about the Price Com- 
mission & inflation. 













This issue of SPECIAL REPORT summarizes 2 consumer bills passed by Congress & 
signed into law by President Nixon: 
Consumer Product Safety Act, 
Motor Vehicle Information & Cost Savings Act 





























Motor Vehicle Information & Cost Savings Act 


President Nixon signed into law on Oct. 20 the legislation passed by Congress to (1) 
hold down the costs of auto repairs by more-damage-resistant bumpers, (2) provide better car 
diagnostic methods & (3) release detailed information to consumers about cars’ comparative 
damagibility. The law is entitled the Motor Vehicle Information & Cost Savings Act, but it has 
been commonly referred to as the “Bumper Bill.” It will become effective on Jan. 18—90 days 
after being signed by the President. The law’s significance for consumers can be summarized 
as follows: 


@ Establishment of front & rear bumper standards for all cars to reduce low-speed 
collision damage. The law states that these are not to go into effect before July 1, 1973. 
In the meantime, the law will allow states to enforce their own bumper standards. 


The new law will also give consumers the right to sue car manufacturers if damage to 
their cars results from a violation of the Fed2ral bumper standard. Under the law, a viola- 
tion can also result in civil penalties of up to $1000 for a single offense & up to $800,000 for mul- 
tiple offenses. The law also sets criminal penalties of up to $50,000 or a year in jail or both 
for anyone who “knowingly & willfully” violates the bumper standard. 


@ Authorization for Transportation Dept. to establish “diagnostic inspection demonstra- 
tion centers” to test for compliance with Federal car safety standards & air pollution emission 
standards. 


@ Authorization for Transportation Dept. to carry out a one-year study on the costs of 
operating & repairing cars, rating each car’s ability to withstand damage & the ease & 
general cost of fixing each car. This study will then be made available to the public. 


@ Establishment of a consumer information program to publish comparisons of the aver- 
age repair costs of various car models & their ability to withstand damage. 


e@ Requirement by Feb. 1, 1975, that car dealers furnish any prospective buyer with 
information comparing differences in insurance costs for different cars based on the model’s 
ability to withstand damage & its ability to protect passengers. 


@ Designation that tampering with odometers (the device on your car that measures 
mileage) will be a Federal offense. 


Consumer Product Safety Act 


On Dec. 26, there will be a new consumer agency in Washington—the Consumer Prod- 
uct Safety Commission. Established by the Consumer Product Safety Act, which was signed 
into law on Oct. 27 by President Nixon, the new agency will have authority to set safety 
standards for products & to ban those products presenting a real hazard to consumers. 


How the agency is set up 
The new agency will be headed by a 5-member commission appointed by the President 


& confirmed by the Senate for 7-year terms. The safety commission will be advised by a 15- 
member Product Safety Advisory Council made up of 5 members from government, 5 mem- 
bers from industry & 5 members from consumer & community organizations. 


Under this structure, the commission will have general responsibility for the safety of 
most consumer products. It will not, however, have responsibility for food, drugs, cosmetics, 
automobiles & toxic substances, including insecticides, that present a threat to the environ- 
ment; these products already come under the authority of other Federal agencies. 


What the agency will do 


Under the new law, the agency will be responsible for protecting consumers from haz- 
ardous products. To do this, the agency will be able to take any of the following actions: 

@ Develop & issue mandatory safety standards for consumer products; 

@ Ban a consumer product if it is determined that no safety standard can adequately 
protect the public from the hazards involved in using the product; 


@ Use court action to seize an imminently hazardous product from the warehouses or 
stores or to stop the product from being sold; 

@ Require manufacturers to certify that their products meet safety standards & re- 
quire product labeling that indicates the date & place of manufacture & manufacturer’s name; 

@ Require manufacturers, once a safety standard has been issued, to give public notice 
of existing hazards in their products, which may still be in stores or already in the hands of 
consumers; manufacturers may be required to bring these products into compliance with the 
standard, replace the products for consumers or refund the purchase price of the products; 


@ Prohibit extra stockpiling of a non-complying product before a safety standard becomes 
effective. 


Besides regulating consumer products, the agency will also have 2 other functions: (1) 
to collect information relating to the causes & prevention of injuries due to consumer prod- 
ucts & (2) to conduct studies, investigations & tests of consumer products. 


Concerning information, the agency will be required to set up an Injury Information 
Clearinghouse to collect information on injuries associated with consumer products & to 
make available to the public the information on consumer safety. The agency will also con- 


duct research, studies & investigations on the safety of consumer products & will develop 
new methods for testing consumer products. 


What you can do under the law 
Under the new law, you can participate in enforcing product safety. 
The law gives you the right to 
@ Petition the commission to issue, change or revoke a safety standard; 
@ Seek court action to enforce a safety standard; 


@ Sue the manufacturer for damages if injury results from knowing violation of a con- 
sumer product a safety standard. 


What can happen to violators of the law 


Violations of safety standards established by the agency can result in civil penalties 
of $2,000 for each offense & a maximum fine of $50,000 for multiple offenses. Criminal pen- 
alties of $50,000, a year in jail, or both can result if a manufacturer or distributor know- 
ingly violates a safety standard by either making or trying to sell a hazardous product. 


SPECIAL REPORT is an occasional supplement to CONSUMER NEWS, which is published 
the Ist & 15th of each month by the Office of Consumer Affairs, Executive Office of 
the President, to report Federal Government programs for consumers. Authorization to 
reproduce SPECIAL REPORT is granted. Nov. 15, 1972 

















